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INTRODUCTION

(an excerptiakernrfrom ‘Read Thaiin 10 Days by Bingo-Lingo’)

A brief history of the Thai script

Fhe Thai writing system is believed to have been deyveloped from Ancient Khmer script by the
decree of King Ramkhamhaeng of Sukhothai in the year 1283. Prior to the creation of the Thai
script, the Khmer script was used exclusively. to_transcribe Sanskrit and Pali from “Tripitaka” (the
Buddhist equivalent of the Bible), but proved to be inadequate when used as a transcription of
spoken Thai—it lacked the means to record tones (Khmer is not a tonal language) and lacked many
Thai vowels. Thus the Thai script wasiinvented to fulfil those needs.

The modern Thai writing,system, according to the Thai traditional grammar book~<Lak Phasa
Thai” (Phraya Uppakit Sinlapasan, 1968), consists of 44 consonant characters'{(2>of which are
obsolete), 21 vowel.symbols, which make up 32 vowel combinations (although'it'is doubtful that 4
of them can be considered “vowels”), 4 tone marks, and a number of punctuation marks.

Why:so many characters?

The fact that there are 44 consonants doesn’t mean thatithere are 44 unique sounds, as there are
only 20 consonant sounds in Thai (and a “zero” consonant which is linguistically described as a
“glottal stop”). The reason many consonants share_the same sound is that since the creation of the
Thai writing system Thai has borrowed a vast number of words from Pali and Sanskrit, and at that
time people made a huge effort to preserve the spelling of these “holy languages” although such a
distinction between consonant seunds did not existin Thai.

As a result, many of the consonants share the same sound. It also explains why there are lots of
consonants but only 8 pessible final consonant sounds (e.q. /d/, /t/, /s/. /j/ and /chtall sound like a
very quiet /-t/ at the.end of syllables).

How Thai script works

Astypical Thai syllable is composed of 2 to 4 constituents: initial censonant(s) and a vowel. Some also
contain a final consonant and/or a tone mark:

tone mark (falling tone)

" initial consonant “b” | -k 573 I u .................. ﬁnalconsonant “p

“baan”

In Thai script, vowels aren‘t always located after initial consonants. They may occur. oy front of, after,
above, underneath, or enclosing the initial consonant(s) of the syllable. In each of the examples below,

“n” is a consenant and the remaining symbols are vowels. Note how each vowel’s position differs:

e e e

q
front back above underneath enclosing



FINAL CONSONANTS: LIVE

e s e

final  -ng -m T i -w

READING PRACTICE #2

The following words has a ‘live’ final consonant. We will cover the concept.of live-dead syllables later in
the course.

-9 69318 4ae 2509 ABd  gd

-3 SR N el e

-1 AP T Ao e oo B B

-5/-8 | %S w18 Y4

- U1y 318 @18 gag. 1998 agy

=1 al1d g11d

NOTEWORTHY

When @\ )dppears as a final consonant, it ~'is sometimes

prondunced - similarly-«to=Qor «it-is. . (Ust disappears. ‘These

general ly..ondy-applies: to:recentkEngNsh  doanwerds.:

[-w]: LA [meew] (mail) B6UA [chaangw] (Chanel)

Disappears: A8d [kdd] (call) LA [chaakoo] (charcoal)
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READING PRACTICE #1

Read the following words and phrases.

e yiess ) ety e
AD N WD WD Ne W 8o
e arEe 5
N1y wen ywe_ g wu1 A1y 8%
N7 51A1 WIR AWe Aede I A

4 A1 N1 NIY 99 LI Weg
3| 911 AU veu AW

7
i 14 K21 o i ] < 45 B N Al N
e 1 et 4 7 4 ol 5 et ) et
i FRINY Y17

B1IUN PaIYN AeYUTY AN NI1UYN
a1y NIy NUTTU WA A7 19119 aadnNy
w1 I 4 1 D v 0 4 L ot 20 6 S o o & e R 5
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REMEMK@WHESE WORDS! K\»@Q‘

Write the @%’Thai according it their definition on the right column.

nelne

4

\)’b%to take/bring (someone to somewhere) eé

o\
\’ro‘ nec 6@‘
O\ : &
S,

XS
b( enough (\ %.\%‘\
- Lg‘ | O\P

A(\q/b(\) computer (colloqui?ll @0\%“
R~ -
\'b’ v to eat (formaB\ok}

U °
© 359(,

%‘l
\)a “soi”; alleyway
o %

\ .
N‘e instead Qses
% (\I'LD( cat . Q;\%

rzgxb' |2 expensjveoo\
© g argg(tf‘c})artner; boyfriend or girlfriend
Pa
e %ofb‘(oo'dock ‘pleé
o 96‘



EXERCISE #1

Listen and write down the character you hear the teacher pronouncing.

[A] or [A]?

=

-] Q) b bt

n] or [$1]?

=

J| R b bt

U] or [U]?

=

- ® b bt

Y

SPECIAL VOWELS #1

moq aelosnd

25
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How do yc}’?@‘?hese in Thai? Write down the correct answer below

I R R R B B R Y R Y R )

@2NTAINPADiika I ansiiase Schnal All Rishfs Recaruad @ 2NTAINIA Tiika T ansiasea Schnal Al Ri

i
BT AL A T
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CLASS AOQ@WS‘ONANTS e
S
In thié@!&a?ter, you will learn: Qs\q;(\&
. b¢ mmon Class A consonants ?X\
oY o
© 127¢  special vowels: 11 1 CDC:(\O
. Memorising consonant cl\)aé%e %
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EXERCISE #1

Circle the words that you hear. Pay extra attention to tones.

AN bb P il ) k)

e 1 19 T ol

3.2 Cite 8. 19 L)

Al Tay e 97
(clear, transparent)

R N

10.9

o)

SPECIAL VOWELS #2

-1 -8

-ao -9y

......................

READING PRACTICE #4

Similar to the vowels we've learnt in chapter 03, there can be nefinal consonant after these vowels.

b b3 b3 b1 b1 bF11 L&

[53 L9 ok =i LU LYA LE

o—

bU Y b3 ¢ LAY bR & bV 8 bUE b33t
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EXERCISE #3

Place each consonant character that we have learnt so far into the correct.censonant class.

i

= &

Whichselass am I?

o

\\‘

1 8.9 8 7

CLASSES

CHARACTERS

CLASS C1

CLASS C2

CLASS B

CLASS A

38




NOTEWORTHY

. N g&Y#e pronounced as [d] instead of [t] i\ Head syllable

fwe will learn about “live-dead syllables” soon).

However,

[bandit] “a graduate” is the only .exCeption worth knowing.

o fl is obsolete and does notsappear in any Thai word.

READING PRACTICE #2

Read the following words. Note that most of these words do not have any meaning.

QMO ne A g
N1 Mo A9
Al owe Al al
T e
A RRDORES 1) oY
91 AR o g
HLET e

EXERCISE #1

b
LN
b 6
b0
bl
b

A1601

bz ot
wen A
war e
WS 15
Le Lol
wel L

N9

Ml 1A

o

T R R

o

aln lal L
B

o

ol lal ges

(e}

CTRBRRA R (b 1K

Beoreigeod b AT

Write the words from these\combinations and read them correctly.

47

(3P0

bi1 e
LN
b6l &
L&Y
b3l &

>
Y m)):




EXERCISE #3

What's the fimal consonant sound? Write /-n/, /-t/, /-K/ or /-p/ after each word.

U _-p an -t wen -k

A o e R i ey
Ny kot
ol ERpr=stye a4

919 MmmsE i gy
e e T e e T
Eh N
T EEE iy R

S == a=——megh

LN U6 L

51
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Write the EMK@WQI}IQQ%
: @%’Thajac ESE WOR
cording it thei
© e aMwlng et e DS! 66(Qeé
iscrghteny ° \(\&‘—DQ\Q
parfC
\Le\/ (\‘v\)’b :Ounta-
L ,b‘o\\" =
IO \ ’
© (lr to fly Qeee( \66
hungry \ Q;\ %‘\&6 b
50% (A)O\P
\:aﬂ%@%%am :
o -
():\\)q‘b( mosqui
©" Gl :
P you %eee(‘ 366
bag \\ (‘)-‘\ %“‘,6
PR O\ O\P
e“epu@
»@i‘%\)’b%p'cwre
o
Gq b‘ late ni
7 o
@ a maybe ese(ﬂeé
difficult %o\ Qs\&s%—
A\\>¥\ =
eV OU
'a%eig&
\fa’\“%\)
o
bf),QrL KR oaich
‘o&s‘v’gfﬁme>
o8
B



EXERCISE #1

Write the words from these combinations and read them correctly.

: % + 1 = g']

o+ 1

s |
Il

+
+ bb
&

o

QJJ AS A FINAL CONSONANT

When w [ya2 ying] is a final consonant, it is pronounced as{+n] at the end of the syllable, not [-y].

TR

[yaan]

READING PRACTICE #3

Try pronouncing the following words.

L))
2
e

L)y

>

U1 @y ARy s1aig Yiungy
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TONE RULES

Each consonant class follows a certain tone pattern. Work out which class\produces which tone,

and write down the name of the tone.

Live syllables

ClassA 299 oy w2 la ®  ®1 99
Tone:

ClassB AU NG9s a1 wme oo U Qsn
Tone:

QSR il gy St i QORI SR

wu o Ing  weSam ey g 18

Tone:

READING PRACTICE #4

Read the following words and phrases.

YDILOY  lORY I S G )

wealy g9 Nun Iwate Tuly 1sawsy

LSINARPTANT NG LU YD ST T I

AN N9UIYNIE GRPIS T A

SRR LWHRA NN LY e

inluuaunane lastenaualsausuly

1517790 N LU e U

VDLHILUAINIU

60
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In thi @fba?ter, you will learn: -\%(\&6
1S g2
,& “Vowels that have two forms: - Z- 9 \{h‘—a -~
0o . | \0O°
© . The first tone mark: “ - " eCDC
&
NG O
\?0% 53
— Qgﬁ al
> S
e &
S N
N e\ b Ao\?‘



VOWELS THAT HAVE TWO FORMS #3

READING PRACTICE #3

Read the following words and phrases. Remember, the 2 vowels above have exactly the same
sound. They take different forms because:©f the final consonant.

bAD  LWD LU LUD 199 b59  LUD  LERSWND
U LAMLNY LAY LAY RN LAY bSHOLTR b
LN A LU bUA AR LUA LAACCLAA  LSU LA

wedu  azwwe  LAuly evddy ANke Ul
2 AyLiln LDk LA LAuULe LANYIN

AULTYLTOUNWTULAA 15101 BYLILVIADULAMIUUN Lo

NOTEWORTHY

The ~vowel [@3i] with the final copsgnanht -8 is written- as t-8,

1) it L—QEJ e have! FlEsarrit s R gaega i A EhapT sy epule iyt ad | e 2P

following words: LP1e biehep) bad & L&

69




TONE MARK: - liitan [MAI EEK]

Each consonant class follows a certain tone pattern when combined with “-“. Figure out which
class produces which tone, and write down the name of the toneé,

Class A

Notonemark: 6l 232 la 291 W1y & 142

With - : NN gy oy g QA
Tone:

%o Dl 7 T S o) [ e R
07U H18 LRNU U917 FdelU &9 WU w9 A9

0185 Y1725 lam1r Wneay A UL
drulvane d999v1s  eadalueldly Juaulddaainselu
Class B

Notonemark: N4 318 @3 e U U 919
With - : [RATERIR 1§ - e S F R o Sy R gl

Tone:

QRTEPT () R T O T W T S 1 TRV b i o B
81U NOW 918 AU Uoy AL AME N9 9U 99U

B9 faly YT HUEY LSHULAY
g1uN 1Y NN CAunturlnouvinanu AR UA Y HAN

71



EXERCISE #3

Separate each syllable and write the tone’s phonetic symbol for each of them,thenread them aloud.

Fodunaienylsuy AnuiuAlaAg
vipusifuianainlad LU

WL aUAUlng NS AR UANESY
SuFmianunaniable: Anarunwinelideiniag

Seuaspgisaseuae  wiluinreunsadiny
advauAuewsdunan ansuldwiunisausigmls

AsndAnfianluiinnuiosyls
wveuiuutdlunaalle
pousuugeulsandidane

[SoTuT NN LseVle WUy UpY

pouy Al LA uD IMIAouINan UALE

W8 UNIN “NiV1IA NANaIL AU US”

AN “DrunETngenun ilufiguniwineins
39 Winddleng 7 fEnavenid “firlneunwlngiesyady Ty

=

avddUNIT U TUNELIaIReUAN nauARWIENaYN Tiay
HRg9udny Naga1un1wlnaing”

73



LONG VOWEL

Seeeest Saeeest

READING PRACTICE #2

Read the following words and phrases.
LAY LU LDY LUSTNY LAY 1By LY LYY LAY
WEY LAY e 158U LUen - 45en

BRI o (N T EE L N R IR el - S - f

dnfles Tiien 191389 5m08Y 1Aeady leauis
2087 PviieU AoWTBadS N3 1T89518 LBEUNIA
d5undnezls mouLfigsaziuesls

Tl ud b fuugy AuvaUB ULAEIA VoY 1SRy
JApNTdilenaigday  [euSguENade il
Ay dagienludendt  duretisouniuilnedian

A1 N AT H9D AT UL
IFYUDTULYIUNTHIETIAUIUIGUIN

80



TONE RULES SUMMARY

Write the name of the tone for each combination.

Twith

TONE PATTERNS OF CLASS A & CZ

: 'From what we have learnt about tone marks in Chapter 07 and 08 you may have now realised that

a class A consonant with ldien ( - ) will produce exactly. the same sound as its corresponding class C2
consonant with lsiln ( = ). However, they are regarded as different words and may have different
meanings (grammatically called ” homophones ).

In such cases, you have to remember.which spelling carries which meaning.

Class A | .

£

|Class-C2

N1

READING PRACTICE sk AL

Read the followmg words by yourself. Bear in mind that in each pair, the words may or may hot
have the same tone. Work out the tones before reading them. ,

"o L ) HEg

V

. N

v v

. N

85

-
B s 4 |,
QNAITK s’

<M 1
| 9 x

Y

S
&
b

L

L2

b

RGN
89 d89 )
d09 HAed



EXERCISE #4

Read the following story and answer the questions in Thai.

Satisniudn euth Audin wddlUTuddea 15
And19zluls s sunausIdus115128a0unT 191
Felaleiniasviuy  dadvlvlsadsuiiavinistiy

51T uTNeawas Minlaase Julllifealdy 13750
ludfeapfeugduun  gaviteisaghdlsasou

a8 WoU1nalsuSou JeluddnitSeudiiayg wanin
PTALUIFNYAIY LFIALANTN L LFIAAINADITOLND U

LNBUDIAUIY t51taslUtgrd @an 1w L WeUAISUIY
LaHne I uNTI¥I Ny

1. LUV 9edsOoUUNLTILS U

..........................................................................

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

3. watdauniezlsnontos

..........................................................................
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

..........................................................................
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QA
%03%3656\
A sho
b(ogwe\:o‘ hould
’ to have a
© qy\'b | headache 6
a sleepy J ‘e
to | ‘:9
write ‘ %\%‘\
toﬁjﬁ;oc \?»
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month %ec’e‘%&e
: S
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| Q 5

TAY 66
VOWEL %@r?TENmG Qe

In thié@ibﬂ?ter, you will learn: Q;\%

6y + \
b’ e third and fourth tone marks: “- " & \_ ?X
. How to shorten vowels with -& C:(,

= Q z %
VO , - %




SHORTENING VOWELS WITH -5

Some 16ng vowels can be shortened by putting -z at the end of the syllable. This shortening -¢ sym-
bolis'used only when the syllable doesn’t have a final consonant:

- — L-Z
MY ASILeLNY BT LNgny Laging  Luzuan
e Tt D

bUGUT IS Ay BN WIS bNY bR

-8 - L-8Y
Hey Ry eeoliey 1Rey ey

LY by tURTLaARSLNIDY NBINe

25



EXERCISE #3

Read the following story and answer the questions in Thai.

pgunLAIywNIugn  ludvaaldinediay weda

€

AR ULLEILSRLIa N NN UAIAdNLYE 15ataumndulaly

Wgadufiniien  Andudinluiiiouiuuiueds vedes

Lingnzianzduiay Pufadwnsuuin tasdadulalum

b

Yuludailessaifouiios veulfnyeauislvisedy
fupswny azifeifiouny wazdradipBInIsRunnuan
WUAUTIImaITUUendt  “vomaiiernisliuiunan
Aeuutaed19iutesuse? - weduudlduudafiven
Younm YufuAniiedud1991u wdrAaludeasduile)

i = P o

Yua1uiieudy  “is1agldinganlvudud” fgavanii

¥
aa o a6y aa o = o o

“lUtpizaiaudde wadtn1zadauidnmuiavenisaeay

=

1
</ I

OTAUAIUT  LFAUIETVRUNTUUE A UuRaua1viaile

-

Watdeans “Laldduiheiiaeians”

PUlUR oAl eIt 99 W 991no UL ADULTILS1949N LU

ULTBNIPAY” AutY YudufnuauaeduluasIAuLUe
gouttn  Anniduludedise  dfaesiuieluaqedu
wofanam Yuildideydnsariiumun wdrulan
Wtagt1uan YU LBUANLAN NN#ILI12UBNIN
“gupsdos Suanll dndivanee”  duataihlafn

928



< ‘\u‘(= :‘ ¢ ;“’”
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o V& - B
? N b7l ¢ @
) o -7
[V’ el %
EYW ;.
_ CONSONANT SUMMARY .~
"N LV’ Ve & ¥
P 0 Y \i="
*Underlined: c/zafaa‘efs are the most common characters or eachu.i‘o%d group.
{ B B & VR

CLASS A | \ "

: : ' v nuﬂag-u.n

N &e‘&;,‘g et

o S
.29» %

Final [
D y =y
ATTENTION!  All classuAnc-:onsonants are pronounced with a rising tonel T«b_«y default.

&R 0N
1 A Q™ e
) k \ " 24 P
"’Z | P e D JH)
L WY

CLASS B

g fi"
g«)o.'

l t |
nitia | - d ,\%e ’ ’ ‘ ’
_k %\;to - eV

>\
* r&n, o'

£ v - )"',\

CLASS C1 SRR\

<€

E-m-ﬂ.--
V

~ Bl ng -m —nc‘(:(\u " '—w‘

| § (B |

ATTENTION!  When & isan {q{t@l@@monant its sound is:  [y] A
e B Y. DN
When @ s‘afinal consonant, its sound is: [n] N
esar & ; 20 6‘\,‘2‘;" :
4 g E” & { P
4 S L ¥ . F
| R W % - S

CI—ASS Cz A A;D"g p ¥

SR N X ® S

it ": —p

LTS

N
&

ATTENTION! Sometimes 91 as an Lrﬁtié!"consonant is pronounced as [d]. OM

INY) s 8

However, ]iﬂ)&ﬁm‘fbé-ndit] (graduates) is the only word worth l(nOWﬂé‘

VI <€ \ "
A U s g
P o € G Y €
\ % Bt 1 04 X, ko § P
N \ ¥ ¥
X LA e O LY
L | <€ 9 W)
) A W h Wy "o
LA 2B 4 00/ N »:
i s P L o o R
N .\ O™
gy -2 (P



GLOSSARY INDEX

This Glossarylndex only contains vocabulary
from Explore 1"coursebook

The words are sorted by 7har alphabetical order
as follows:
Consonants
NUYAANIIAYIUY NNITNAUAAD
nsuwvdndnvlangsqgqmanmided

N

Vowels

e e R R S S S
Diacritics

& 1 v ey + L3

Translations'given in this list are simple transla-
tions, should you want to know more about
how./to use each word, please use other
sources or other dictionaries available widely in
the market. ONLY USE THIS LIST AS REFERENCE

THAI ENGLISH

AsgLih
MY

+ d‘
NILLMET

an
AN
el
(Al
Takk
It
A

1
AT

s

2

20 2 208 20D 3 3 8 )8 2.DE 3o L 3 D3 3P
Go0. OaFpo OFn O Zo D2 o5p £ 9%
29, = =)
=) ]

Se

%l
L
{nu

(53 %)

LA

107

bag

Chinese roll noodle soup

noodles

to hug
before, first
suddenly
coconut milk
to bite
together
and, with
crow, raven
pants, shorts, trousers
undenwear

coffee

(prefix to make verb into noun)

homework

glue

handful, to grab
wall

profit

to be.abettto
bracelet

secret lover

to eat

how many?
sports

cook

shrimp, prawn
key

Buddhist monastery
February.
h(impolite)

fake
fashionable, chic
to be good at
game

to misbehave
obstructed, in the way

to scratch



i

31 price 0

3

U S|

Sugzainte r)/anement store
P

9 b Rama
Whe
©7

report, to report

about, proximately

&%e :

o
azLila to infringe, to ab%&s
al donkey %.\%
F1997 t v&dx es

2

dnaile O\t sh hands
a1u X\ million
o

pattern, stripe

A zodiac %es(n Laos, Laotian
: N2, | O
i1 to dance % a1 (CIf.) boat, ship, plane e
$1engy annoyed \,’00 gl longan e(\‘
$1lne Thai folk dance *6 A4 monkey %es
an deep 6

Su edge, CU'OO

.@(\’&

Ju a4 to forget
3 rLQ A u c\\%
»
%:q \'b rainbow anina \rk
‘LQ hole anvIe “00 son
© 3 to know a,&c daughter
gﬂ picture a%%su number
JUmIn picture %\) AR odd number eé
159 to burb \,30 LA (CIf ) book e(“
191 we, | *6 Lae so, therefore %es
t to start v to be bad &C,
5o t@ LAREINeY dirty '\%‘\
3o rLQ be called \%
G

to study, to learn

.\b

Lagkng di
&n \t uit

e \<\00 fantastic

boat, ship
@ 509 (CIf) story Lﬁ%c to lick
Saau express boat, ferry %%gn to tumn
59 strong, energy %06 ngn%’qa to turn left eé
T3 disease \/60 San to choose G(Q
T3a91u factory \l‘e \Fon blood %66
Tsausy hotel 0\) ey to shift, to move &6
1399173 Cﬂﬁb‘ wdh already ’\%‘\
Tyu Qme way and Q‘

N b’

N7
f)/ to try
© AOUADL London

ane to float

faLau Just kidding

- per \,
aslue to sleepwalk 3 !e

Taq \c%
Tas “00 bare, clear, to be relieved
T,a%c

greedy
an dolphin
Taz to throw away, to lay off . 06
1 &4
P
In temple

e

116 \o\f.)
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