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CONSONANT REVIEW

Here are all.42 Thai consonants currently in use in the Thai language, which.you have already learnt
in Explore 1/ Can you group them into the correct classes?

P e §

=g
)
e
AR
fi
W D

R D D2 S D
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6 ¢
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CLASSES CHARACTERS

CLASS C1

(10 letters)

CLASS C2

(13 letters)

CLASS B

(9 letters)

CLASS A

(10 letters)




READING PRACTICE #1

Read the following phrases by yourself first, then repeat after the teacher. Try. to‘pronoun them like
the teacher as much as possible.

188 1 uue SRV Cgb il
AMLABLIILES G9pE Bu9s Uy
T o IR o~ ey = i a <
AULSSE shealuane Nl UALDINI SIS
YDUIMTLANWNIRE fefanaldunninassls

= X ¥H = | = v =
LSV UANTL LT T8 78 LUt wdinxn 39
ArinUABNIA N7 Talndkaganveaudeninuas

19BNAIAINIENNIY LI HDeLTLIN
0wl “Augsivezls” wivend “ezlsnla”

CAMOUFLAGED VOWELS—2 CONSONANTS

When you see 2 consonants side by side but there is no vowel), it’s pronounced with a short [~0-]

sound as if there’s a short vowel -z between them.

Class A

AF U 1 R, 1 (R, 1L DI (7 V. (3 R~ K M-\

Class B

U Ui PN U 212 GBI} v P

Class C

U N 3N Al TU 36 36 4



REPETITION MARK: 9

1foan (9)indicates that the word that comes before will be repeated one more time.

W Wee g AN eu g ASTY G119 w1 #e 9

+ 24
o

Wap &) WWoudle g aentan g Wndu ) AuElY 9

157 9 4 RN Y U 9 9 517 9 ¥AFREUIY

This mark repeats the word, not the syllable. Therefore, sometimes you repeatjust one syllable but
sometimes you repeat more than one syllable depending on how, many syllables that word has:

U190 9 goaw ) MU g NNWeNE  whasTu ) weasl 9

READING PRACTICE #3

Read the following sentences. Read by yourself first, then repeat after the teacher. Try\to pronoun
them like the teacher as.much as possible.

< o o 1 < a &/ o v
Hin, 9 Mdsaunauaa ADLIVV LAUED e Ale
Wl 9 NINLAEYNOIMNS AUARIANDIYINT 9 AU

AUULUT 9 & NUMAWINNULE o RraUEEUN Ty Ineiuiau 9

o/ =

Soslulidfuebianan 9 dulunla

- )

e

auTiynaait g autiudufiounsios
Suilulfouiu ruazdevenidn 4 Than
wiaed 9 myurzandledingsy q nikienu
p1mAdau o wuul dleAudee 9 Arue
dupnnu 4 wulipwdgyiliihviouldus
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CONSONANT CLUSTER: INTRODUCTION

In the Thal.writing system, there can be 2 initial consonant characters,inia-single syllable. This kind
of consonant'combinations is named ‘consonant cluster’. From nowson; the first consonant will be

referred to as ‘the leader’ (A7) and the second consonant as ‘the follower’ (s in this course.
For a pair of consonants to be qualified as a cluster, the follower must be from class C1 only.

To refresh your memory, please write down all 10 consonants from class C1 below:

L NG
2 W S
L O P
- P,

EXERCISE #1

Circle the words that contain a consonant cluster. Reminder: the. follower MUST be C1!

Uan auley ey a3 andl
9388 U e N ag

k) adU @ T nau Rl INYe «
ofim ) aan BIGE YL HE

3 GOLDEN RULES OF CONSONANT CLUSTER

There are 3 types of consonant clusters,«and €ach type follows its own rules of pronunciation.
However, all consonant cluster types share 3 characteristics in common. In order to read and write
Thai effectively and correctly, learners’must keep these rules in mind.

RULE #1: THE LEADER & THE FOLLOWER ARE ALWAYS TOGETHER

O LEuUe SN (Y M b

Both consonants in the cluster are always written together; they will not be separated by the vowel
or any other character. The word above is\pronotnced [san>]—a short [a] vowel is in between the

[s] and the [n] sounds, yet a@u are-written inside the 1-1¥ vowel together because they're ahways

counted as one character unit:

17



FALSE CLUSTER

False clusters, as the name suggests, are not a real cluster; there are two'censonant characters but
only one is actually pronounced, meaning that either the leader orthe'follower is silent. There are

only 3.etters that do this in Thai: silent %, silent ®, and silent 5.

FALSE CLUSTER: SILENT %

Look at the tone chart above. You can'see that the consonant sounds in class A, B, and C2 can pro-
duce all 5 tones, while class C1.cannot.

> o A e V.

AR)Y nn An R
A - % g L U1
Cc2 A 3 A" A -
w+C1 - :wﬁﬂ . U
C1 Qe 1 1 -
Class B consonantsican.carry all 4 tone marks ( - -~ -" -7} so they have no probtem producing all 5

tones. Class A'and-C2 consonants can produce 3 tones each since they can only carry 2 tone marks
( - -")« However, because both classes share the same consonant Seurids (Uvs A, OVs Y, aVs %, etc))

they can’ complement each other and produce a full range of 5tones (with 2 ways to spell the falling
tone, as seen above). That leaves only class C1 consonants\with an incomplete set of tones.

The silent letter v was introduced to fill in these gaps: when it is the leader in a cluster with a C1 con-
sonant, it will become silent and “promotes? ‘that’'C1 consonant. As per the consonant cluster rule
#3, the leader decides the tone rule and.ignores the follower class, you will have C1 consonant
sounds that follow the tone pattern‘oficlass A consonants instead:

LIVE DEAD DEAD 1 U

{LONGV.] [SHORTV.) - ®

C i n uIn RUL > AN v
class naa nak naak naa naa

v n+C1l=A

A w1 ovdn wwan Wi N

"N ")

b

class naa nak naak naa naa

21



EXERCISE #5

Circle the words that you hear. Pay extra attention to tones.

4NN WU Wty Tuigy
e NUIY g Ty
3 TRIK Snan LA
v N9 10.419 Nl
T el 11.4 Wil

5. 9 Na e 12 Taal

FALSE CLUSTER: SILENT @

There are words with a8- combination where 8is not pronounced (similar to silent ) It's best that

students just rote-memories the spelling of these 4 words instead of remembering the rules since
there are only 4 words in Thai. Note that all 4 words areiin low tone.

| | I
8d1 ) RISMN RisMiA
AL
yaa: n-\ yuu yaang yaak
(an order) ”Dén’t - ooeata losaon) kind ype AN to want
A to live as (suchy, like (thrs)

Remember this famous Buddhist proverb which only contains.words with silent a:

“ae10g0ti19081n”

«Do not live with desires.”

25



EXERCISE #7

Read the following story and answer the questions in Thai.
AnrsLduAsYy wesgiuaiintiunadan Tudulaseinen
LagaIuae o Mg AAsinuEinyniu welsthwsensdn

witlesunauliesnAefuETlLazan 9 tay

ﬁuwﬁqamﬁ%ﬂw [FR3ANToU 9 w1l 9 Wwdleunanily ilse
oenlielunmie aneduonin “Urefivdeavimiu Taiduls
el wiwiuaneEowdn “apihnuidiieoyls” aues
ApuUdn  “Uilenazgn 97 audisebuudguiasen 4 “n
oetiy Ansaslumuuets NUAUGN 9 WUNIAMNIN

s niuaiifdusonauaslumvie vieuend) ey
viniAily deangeiinau wasiindoutng’, mavilolasandInm
eRRlUinsiouiity dusfutusefvheiitosas MHinafuand

1%

LAZgNe NV TINSONAYUAIE

1. b lapaAsddrundalvg asginen wLagadeany 9

..........................................................................

krai

2. UruauAsinau tasuag

..........................................................................



RULE #3: THE LEADER DECIDES THE TONE

Read the words in eéachdine out loud and write down the tone for those words.

class B nan nan na1 . \nEn n&n
class A - vin af - U
class C2 A o< A A% 5

READING PRACTICE #1

Read the following words. Bear in mind that the tone for each syllable is determined by the conso-
nant class.of-the leader, while the follower plays no part in tone rule at all.

ClassA +5an1

977 BT YIIIES TN SR
INED /AT © R8N M HE
Lug Tt T (R O

ClassB +5 a1

e Yo Sy
1lAss  Aau LNAER” #1959 AU
nasy A3 WAsy  Uaew  1Uan
Tna A ndes e e
ClassC +5 a1

las Ay A1 @Y LWAd
ASU LASHA W3S NS1E ASY
p30s Al ARy WS
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TRUE CLUSTER IN FOREIGN WORDS

The following combinations are treated as true clusters if they appear in words-borrowed from oth-
er languagessWhen they are in Thai words, they are considered as €ither false or pseudo clusters.

n- V-

N3- VI -

- -— -

M3 off" vsU  wsn aSu wEf  wuSal

INse EEpE trip Pt e dreamm fly Shrek |

~— -reee

READING PRACTICE #2

Read the following sentences. Remember to treat those consonant combinations above as true clus-
ters if they are in foreign words.

sofuiusnide
%WULSMLﬂlﬁQﬂﬁﬁwj’]“mW§
Lﬁamumﬂﬂmgmaﬂﬁwmﬂau
siivnsUlUmIYnazRaunin
AuzaUiinas Wany 4 v ey yu
SrmnTuidussufiuvessemealnd

36



PSEUDO CLUSTER

Pseudo clusters are'consonant combinations where both consonant sounds e:annot ‘blend” together, so
an unstressed vowel [-a] must be inserted between them. LD\ ¢

Yann ﬁ_;ﬁi

\ch(a)laat s/(a)maa

They are virtually every other comblnann that do not belong in the false or true cluster groups Sﬁﬂ the
follower must be a C1 consomant ’ :

NOT TRUE C&J&R NOT FALSE CLUSTE \(\’Qf’ ::
; ne’a%qi- San = SILENT?\ x—)
,@'\q\l U+5a (a8-)

e et cj("smENT B oo (A

EXERCISE #5

Let's review our golden rules of consonant cluster—apply them to the combinations below. .~

RULE #1: THE LEADER & THE FOLLOWER ARE ALWAYS TOGETHER

Write the complete form of each line and pronounce the syllable. Don't Worry about the tone just yet

r ‘INITIAL C. VOWEL FINAL C. TONE MARK " RESULT
‘s#sc:'; v Vt;
PN B T Y
\ =

Qa— -'I -ﬂ “ = ?““

RULE #2: SYMBOLS ARE ATTACHED TO THE FOLLOWER
Write the comp!eﬁe form of each line and pronounce the syllable. Don’ t Worly abotit the tone Justyet.

) INITIAL C. VOWEL FINAL C. TONE MARK - RESULT
ﬂu- oy -fl 5::\ r\‘in-s"k =
3 P |
7
Lo 1
Ns- ; %% ) -
9%- -8 - “%

s
38 XS
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TuUs Dassuua |

mai bpra W|sanchan||

UNWRITTEN “-A” VOWEL

In this chapter, you will learn:

Camouflaged vowel—1 letter & 3 letters

Double-function consonants & linking.syllable



CAMOUFLAGED VOWEL—3 CONSONANTS

In this lesson-we will learn how to identify 3-letter words without any«vowel) Because there will
always be @ voewel, you just need to know where to look.

Ifithe middle character is @ then that o is an [-22] vowel:

AU dol el MU 98l asd Ul 8’n usn

If the middle character is 3, it's probably.an =4 vowel:

AT @IU d@e By WY 578 UIN VIRMCHIN

If the first character is vi'then that v is almost always a silent one:

nie. - “1madd viad Wie . AN 8N Bgn viad

If the first 2 consonants look like they could be a true cluster and the second consonantis 5 ora, it

probably has an unwritten [-0-] vowel:

A9 NAN AT 2NIA WIH ASU ASN UaR

If none of the above cases apply then perhaps it's a false cluster, where the ififst consonant is
pronounced with an unwritten [-a-] and the other two form a syllable with ‘an unwritten [-o-]

vowel:

RN VU U RIan s NE L QWA WU AU

EXERCISE #2

Look at each 3-letter word‘and.guess the pronunciation by using the principles we learned earlier.
Then pronounce thent correctly.

N0 W NEI3 3744 PIan P3N
ad uanl RN oy NRRP! Uan

nau N IPEY F13d U YIU

50



\:b(\‘b (the) past

station

to explain \\@\%‘
soldier 0\ ?‘
O

5 é%%\st‘eal

\)‘rbvto try, to make an effort
T =

«

N\e (the) future Qsec’e‘
~O B
i be‘O dangerous . g“"
bf)/\) business \ ?x\
N Y
espe
ca'?ﬂ"

\:b(\% normally

Oo\l“e - health

government \Q;\‘?a\

countryside 0\ w‘
(@)

diﬁba(\v

Y v

Q.O’b ?r’uit

»a &7

(the) present, nowadays

54 . \(\\f?
N

A\




READING PRACTICE #2

Read the sentences below. REMINDER: silent consonants (and vowels) may. be’unmarked, you just
need to know them. Memorise those by heart is the only way.

[Sotlgfvianuau Uilgamnineeen

Aulngdulngiuionaunmg 2 emsiu o Widgen dinagiings
silafiils wa s dsunwlneld
Unfnnadagulanaliivananieesuaiinnnid
ﬁ’maau@%mﬁn%wﬁqﬂizmmwmqumﬂﬁqq
aunfandiueozin 9 Anastemasvse N

& a o & & a
WAL UHATHIN TﬂiLﬂﬁJf’]’&JﬂULGU’lﬂ@EJ’]ﬂLUuLWE]UL“UWVlﬂﬂu

o

AUTAUABINYIA AIAT I UL T UL AT TR

EXERCISE #2

How do you say these in Thai? Write down the correct answer below each picture.

ra R >4

POST OFFICE
= ——F
(- "

59



SYLLABIC §)

This character is called #73 [dtua r#&] and it looks like “n” with a long.tail. It is rare but still used in

some-‘common words in Thai. Normally, this character is pronounced as a single syllable: ‘" [r]:

/ ?g Y] Y] a a
a9 TUNWAAUN WHHN1AN NHAINEY

It's occasionally pronounced “3” or 439" These are the only three words with irregular pronuncia-

tions of “q” that are worth knowing: :
/ 99-N3A
A U/ =
pronounced “3\" RN §|°E’JL N QCUQ
o=t ot 650
s
pronounced “L3a q Y
NOTEWORTHY

Threrel-g « gexlongucomreegpetcayi:kalp e REffhd Wt mige pped hben:as: Tonogdas
§)), which is _pronounced ¢]] [rett]. In modern, non-highly-literary

=
Thai, yoqeaWill never find it in any word other th@p\fJ¥ (hermit).

sINMar characters, §] [l&] and f} [lett] alsgyerist, but. they’re

obsoletesand. afe.NEVEr: SSEh ni N..an Y WRASS.curtentlysused.

READING PRACTICE #1

Read the sentences with &) below.
LSUFHULA NG uNNG A QARUIENSY BN ¥AY
UnGouazlaiseusos gne Tunisde Explore 3
nauUniuIvend1 mssziarsilngidmindnsing
Useimalnedlanugg gasou ganewasgamun
UszanamoungAiniguo nTafazisumnun)

67



N9 COMBINATION

N3 combination is special in that neither v [t] or 5 [r] sound is prenounced—the combination is

pronounced [s] instead. (and it is considered C2 class.)

N31U N378 NING  UNFD N5IU N33 N9ty

NOTEWORTHY

This=s < becdpeMi“ < rule-1 s vcompletely rdisregarded -if - ENMvord ~has a
foreign.@migtn, in particular,. . from. English:

n3 NIU N3N N3y TOUNINLADS

true train trick trip tractor

READING PRACTICE #2

Read the sentenceeswith Y13 below.

hinsuhenioasls Usemnalne lainsemse

ApeE NN SIEls nunynsaIosaslny

Tastunumsuniingulngl y3oninAues el
DOUBLE 3%

Two 3s together ¢reate an - U [-an] sound which acts like a syllable. (This combination is called 3.1%u.)

ﬂi{lﬂﬁ A519853A  99A  WIUSIYin ASOUTIYN  USSENNIA

But if there's a final consonant after -3, it is pronounced - - [-a-].

ﬂiill A9N3TU NITUNTY  §35UA1  SITUVE  IRIUTTIU

A8l

68




THAI Nq&mﬁlml.s L

Wz
o'gb'q' b @ &b e

@ ud  wils GRN GYEY 3 %e’(\ nn 120 wua i

suun n&ng s3dng  saam {bb% haa hok jet  bpeget gaao é




EXERCISE #2

Dictation: Listenito-the number the teacher says and write it down in Thai numbers

o

EXERCISE #3

Why learn Thai numerals? Read the following sign and answer the questions below.

[ ) s mineting ADMISSION FEE )
gsU15A 113ulIsA SAFARI PARK | MARINE PARK
Hiviey b&o €00 ABULT 370 650
th wleo w0 CHILD 270 420
URIIIY PACKAGE
g3U15A & dnsuUisa SAFARI PARK + MARINE PARK
Blvey &wo ADULT 800
AN oo CHILD 500

...............................................................................................................................................



STYLISED FONTS

Here are someiexamples of different styles of Thai fonts which are frequently used in publishing,
advertising and other types of media. In this chapter, the teacher will*train you to recognise the
unique features of each character in each font type.

nLlewire

N £ 4
N N n

]

4

L)

83
W W o S
s pssaii
3
“

>
D
S

fILeLYLIE
o

2 2
Riiitiighe

RossssBsssedsts g
<

\d\ce?
e\é\c:&

ereale
~
Ve

ek
2
72
=
=

cary
X
@)
3
(@
2D
A

50
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+ QSO +2uUa  +18YOTHU >+ NIAQ

+€10110  »TWD8  »+Joonu  »+FoAlUS

...........................................................................................
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DAYS, MQNTHS AND YEARS IN THAI

'au,,ﬂp b gy \ Px\
gfauauwﬁ <wnﬁﬁhiﬂ%
UDIATS o AsaRAng
Juns nga“

Tunwgvia(un) =F
fuani A pVY
i

A Flaiing

tIBU

RRRIGH xS
ﬂuﬂwﬁﬁé,<54“
TR l

ffluwnau M?
ABICEARIGEY

fquiey

nIngIAs - &
Ao D
e

Lhanan

i ,ﬂﬁﬁi;
Su31A D
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\:b‘(\% (\\
e’
EXERC le( \(\&c,
For each syl nswer the following: Is it a dead or live syllable? Wh is the initial conso-
at will the tone be? %

A

Consonant Class Tone

nant? ,Bd

Dead/Live

0 Y,
©’l» LS %Q‘(\

O\)\l‘e 100 Qs@



RULES OF CLUSTER REVIEW

Do you still. recall-these facts about consonant clusters? Choose the right:option for the following
statement.

“Consonant clusters” are 2 [ initial / finalj.consonants together in a sylla-
ble, and the [ leader / follower, h{which means the [ 1°*/ 2" 1 conso-

nant) must be a consonantfram class [A/B/Cl /C2].

What are the 3 goldenrrules-of consonant cluster? (Then think of what each rule means the way you
understand them.)

1. The leader & the follower are always

2. Upper and lower symbols are attached to the

Bizelhe decides\the tone.

There are 3 types of consonant cluster. What are they? Also, explain what each type is.

fuz cluster:
i cluster:
o cluster:

101
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D 2N
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D 2ANA

Lo

Intu1nUseineaasls
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